GRANITE   MOUNTAIN

scaring look; and on his cheeks, brow, and chin, were
placed small black marks, or beauty spots, about twice
as large as the head or dot of a note in music.

The whole area of the court was now begirt with
soldiers, each holding, as high as his face, an immense
bill-hook or knife, the blade of which near the ex-
tremity, could not be less than three inches wide, and
diminishing gradually towards the hilt. This for-
midable instrument, well known in Indian warfare
under the name of the Coorg-knife, is often used as a
sword, and when handled by men who are not afraid
to close with their antagonists, is said to be a most
efficient weapon.

On a signal given by the Rajah, a folding door was
thrown open on one side of the court, and in stalked
two immense royal tigers, held by several men on each
side by long but slight ropes attached to collars round
the animals' necks. These beasts appeared very
tractable, for they allowed themselves to be led close to
us. I confess I did not much like this degree of
propinquity, and eyed the slender cordage with some
professional anxiety. Meanwhile the Rajah and his
son, and the officers of the household, appeared quite
unconcerned, though the tigers passed within a few
yards of them, and, as it seemed to me, might easily
have broken loose. What degree of training these
animals had undergone, I know not; but, after a little
while, the Rajah, probably to increase the surprise of
his guest, directed the men to let go the ropes and to
fall back. There we sat, in the midst of the open
court, with a couple of full-sized tigers in our company,
and nothing on earth to prevent their munching us all
up! The well-fed and well-bred beasts, however,
merely lounged about, rubbed their noses together,
and then tumbling on the ground, rolled about like a
couple of kittens at play. I could, however, detect
the Rajah spying at me out of the corner of his eye, and
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